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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MIDI, MASS, BM 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED BURMESE PURCHASE OF ARMORED CARS 
REE: (A) RANGOON 9369; (B) RANGOON 0800; (C) STATE 71923 

1. THE DEPARTMENT APPRECIATES THE AMBASSADOR'S VIEWS 

AND AGREES TO WITHHOLD INFORMING CADILLAC GAGE OF THE DECI- 
SION (REF C) PENDING THE RETURN OF AMBASSADOR VANCE THIS 
WEEKEND. A REVIEW OF ALL THE FACTORS INVOLVED WILL THEN 
BE MADE. WE ANTICIPATE THAT A FINAL DECISION WILL BE 
REACHED EARLY NEXT WEEK. 

2. IN THE MEANTIME, WE WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE AT THE 
EARLIEST OPPORTUNITY AN ELABORATION OF THE EMBASSY'S THINK- 
ING ON THE PARTICULAR SIGNIEICANCE OP THE MARCH 28 
CONVERSATION WITH COLONEL TIN 00 (REF B). WHILE WE WERE 
IMPRESSED WITH HIS SHOW OP CONTINUED COOPERATION ON 
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IN VIEW OF THE ALREADY WELL-ESTABLISHED DIRECTION OF GUB 
NARCOTICS POLICIES. IN FACT, ANY OTHER RESPONSE FROM 
COLONEL TIN 00 WOULD HAVE BEEN UNEXPECTED. SINCE EARLY 
1973, AS THE EMBASSY WELL KNOWS, THE GUB'S OWN INTERESTS 
HAVE PROMPTED AN ACROSS-THE-BOARD ACTIVIST POLICY TOWARD 
BRINGING NARCOTICS TRAFFICKERS CUM INSURGENTS UNDER 

CONTROL. THIS IMPETUS HAS BEEN LARGELY INDEPENDENT OF USG 
INTERESTS IN ANTI-NARCOTICS ACTIVITIES ABROAD. OUR 
WILLINGNESS TO PROVIDE EQUIPMENT ENHANCES THEIR 
CAPABILITIES, BUT WITHOUT THIS ASSISTANCE WE DOUBT THAT 
THEIR OWN EFFORTS WOULD CEASE. IN FACT, AS IS WELL 
KNOWN, ALL THEIR ACCOMPLISHMENTS TO DATE HAVE BEEN DONE 
WITHOUT ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT. WE THUS DO NOT SEE HOW 
TIN OO'S MARCH 28 ATTITUDE CONSTITUTES A SIGNIFICANT 
CHANGE IN THE OUTLOOK FOR US-BURMA NARCOTICS COOPERATION, 
BUT WE WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR VIEWS FOR USE IN OUR 
DISCUSSIONS WITH AMBASSADOR VANCE. 

3. FINALLY, WHILE A NEGATIVE DECISION MIGHT BE INTER- 
PRETED BY THE BURMESE AS ACROSS-THE-BOARD DISAPPROVAL 
(PARA 2 REF A), BY THE SAME ARGUMENT A POSITIVE DECISION 
COULD BE INTERPRETED AS APPROVAL. IF POSSIBLE, WE WOULD 
PREFER TO STEER A NEUTRAL COURSE AND AVOID DECISIONS 
WHICH WOULD TEND TO ASSOCIATE THE US WITH UNDESIRABLE 
FEATURES OF THE REGIME WHILE SUPPORTING THOSE REGIME 
POLICIES THAT COINCIDE WITH OUR GENERAL INTERESTS. 

THOUGH THE AVAILABILITY OF THE EXCESS T-33'S NO LONGER 
IS NEWS TO THE GUB, WE STILL THINK THAT REITERATING 
OUR WILLINGNESS TO SELL THEM AT SUCH AN ATTRACTIVE PRICE 
WOULD BE FAVORABLY INTERPRETED AS INDICATING OUR GENERAL 
INTEREST IN ASSISTING BURMA'S LEADERS TO MAINTAIN 
THEIR DEFENSIVE CAPABILITIES. HELPING A SPECIALLY- 
EQUIPPED POLICE FORCE MAINTAIN PUBLIC ORDER IN RANGOON 
THROUGH POTENTIALLY REPRESSIVE MEANS SEEMS TO US TO 
SIGNIFY A DIFFERENT AND LESS APPROPRIATE US POLICY 
STANCE TOWARD BURMA. KISSINGER 
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